The midbrain-hindbrain interface gives rise to a boundary of particular importance in CNS development as it forms a local signalling centre, whose proper functioning is essential for the formation of tectum and cerebellum. Positioning of the midhindbrain boundary (MHB) within the neuroepithelium is dependent on the interface of Otx2 and Gbx2 expression domains, yet in the absence of either or both of these genes, organiser genes are still expressed, suggesting that other, as yet unknown mechanisms are also involved.
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We present evidence for a role for Notch signalling in the for- 
